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INTRODUCTION

1 Disposition Time (DT) = (Pending cases/Resolved cases) * 365
 Resolved cases = cases finalised at that instance within the year
 Pending cases = unresolved cases on the 31st December

This publication contains 48 different country profiles, for all Council of Europe member States/entities participating 
in this evaluation cycle and two observer States. Each country profile in four pages, contains the key indicators 
allowing to understand the functioning of the judicial system. The information presented is based on the data 
and comments collected from the CEPEJ national correspondents through the evaluation questionnaire (the 
reference to the relevant questions is in brackets below). 

On the first page you can find:
 f general demographic and economic information to contextualize the data set. This includes population 
size (Q1), GDP per capita (Q3) and average annual gross salary (Q4);  

 f a synthetic analysis of the implemented judicial system budget, illustrating both the degree of investment 
and the budgetary effort of the state in respect of justice;

 f a general review of courts’ efficiency in 2022 based on the Disposition Time1 indicator developed by the 
CEPEJ (Q91 to Q100);

 f brief analysis of country-specific elements for the current evaluation cycle.

On the second page you can find information on:
 f evolution of the number of professional judges (Q46), non-judge staff (Q52), public prosecutors (Q55), 
non-prosecutor staff (Q60), lawyers (Q146), as well as the gender distribution within these professions;

 f salaries of judges and public prosecutors in absolute terms, at the beginning and at the end of carrier 
(Q132) and in relation to the average gross annual salary (Q132 and Q4);

 f the volume of live training attended by different types of justice professionals in 2022;
 f evolution  of number of first instance courts of general and specialised jurisdiction as legal entities (Q42 
and Q43), and number of geographic locations of all courts, all instances combined (Q44).   

On the third page you can find information on:
 f evolution of courts’ efficiency by instance and by legal matter, based on the Disposition Time and the 
Clearance Rate (Q91 to Q100);

 f evolution of the number of incoming cases per 100 inhabitants per instance and legal matter.

On the fourth page you can find information on:
 f evolution of the total number of received first instance criminal cases per prosecutor (total number) (Q107); 
and distribution of processed and discontinued cases in % (Q107). 

 f the ICT index measuring the degree of ICT deployment and the degree of ICT utilisation (experimental); 
the former is broken down by legal matter (civil, criminal, administrative) and by categories (digital access 
to justice; case management and decision support);

 f links to websites dedicated to the judicial system (Q28).  
 f European medians are also included in these country profiles (in orange).
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HOW TO READ THE GRAPHS IN 
THE COUNTRY PROFILES?

The data presented in these country profiles are visualised using three types of charts: line chart, bar/column 
charts and radar charts. The size of the bars /squares of the charts is relative to the values of a specific state/
entity. The line charts are used for showing evolutions over time as on the page 1 for budget and page 2 for 
courts as in this example:

The blue colour is presenting 
the value over time for the 
state in question and the 
orange colour presents the 
CoE median value evolution.

The other representations are as horizontal and vertical bar charts and 
variation of these. For example, the vertical bar (column) charts are used in 
“Gender balance” part (see example given to the right), prosecution cases 
and Disposition Time while the horizontal bar for almost all the rest (see 
example of bar charts for ”Human resources” below). 

There are also radar charts presented in ICT where values of the state/
entity are three blue dots connected in triangle and the CoE medians 
for those values are the orange lines.

The theoretical maximum is the grey triangle. 
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* This indicator is calculated as follows: the number of participants in live trainings is divided by the number of professionals for that category. For example, if the CoE Median for judges is 3,9, this means that, each judge in

Europe participated to 3,9 live trainings (as mid value). Indeed, this analysis allows to better understand quantity of training per professional if all were trained.
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The Council of Europe is the continent’s leading 
human rights organisation. It comprises 
46 member states, including all members 
of the European Union. All Council of Europe 
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Convention on Human Rights, a treaty 
designed to protect human rights, democracy 
and the rule of law. The European Court of 
Human Rights oversees the implementation 
of the Convention in the member states.
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The latest edition of the report of the European Commission 
for the efficiency of justice (CEPEJ), which evaluates the 
functioning of the judicial systems of 44 participating 
Council of Europe member States as well as two observer 
States to the CEPEJ, Israel, and Morocco, continues the 
process carried out since 2002, focusing the content of the 
report on the analysis of European trends. In addition, the 
CEPEJ has also elaborated, for each participating state a 
profile which presents in a synthetic way the main data and 
indicators developed by the CEPEJ as well as an analysis of 
the main aspects of each judicial system. All the quantitative 
and qualitative data collected from the CEPEJ national 
correspondents as well as the accompanying comments 
are also available in the CEPEJ-STAT dynamic database 
(https://www.coe.int/en/web/cepej/cepej-stat). Relying on 
a methodology which is already a reference for collecting 
and processing large number of judicial data, this unique 
study has been conceived above all as a tool for public policy 
aimed at improving the efficiency and quality of justice. 
To understand, analyse and reform, it is necessary above 
all to acquire knowledge. This is the CEPEJ’s objective for 
this report, which is aimed at public decision-makers, legal 
practitioners, researchers, as well as those who are simply 
interested in the functioning of justice in Europe and beyond.
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